


A year has 365 days, a day has 24 hours 
– that we know for sure. But try this: 
How many facets does Berlin have? 
We’ve got endless historical sites; you 
can find every level of culture, from 
“high” to “sub”. It’s all too much, really. 
Still you have to start somewhere, so for 
this issue we’ve chosen 12 characteri-
stics you’re sure to find in the German 
capital: yesterday, tomorrow, early, late, 
real, big, small, red, raw, fast, dark, far. 
If you really push it, you might get them 
all in one day. It might be exhausting, 
stressful, even overwhelming. But it will  
also leave you happy, satisfied, and more 
than a little gleeful. Berlin is loud, fast,  
exciting – always and forever new. 
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YESTERDAY
9:30 am
Restaurant ROCA 
at!the!Waldorf Astoria
The original, Romanesque café 
that once served as a meeting 
place for artists and intellec- 
tuals in the 1920s was on the 
other side of the Breitscheid- 
platz – right across from the 
remake, which opened its 
doors in 2013 

12:00 pm
Berlin Wall Memorial, 
Bernauer Straße
Documentation centre with 
open air area on historic 
grounds, which also contain  
a reconstructed version of the 
old Church of Reconciliation. 
Famous visitors: Michelle  
Obama and her daughters 

3:00 pm
Grave of Rio Reiser, Old 
St.!Matthew’s Churchyard
He died elsewhere, but is bur-
ied on this pretty spot on the 
northern tip of Schöneberg: 
Ton Steine Scherben-singer Rio 
Reiser, laid to rest near his old 
stomping ground (Kreuzberg)

5:00 pm
Restaurant “Zur!Garde-
stube”, Köpenick
Drink and pu! (outdoors) the 
Old Berlin way: Berlin gastron- 
omy since 1906. There are sev-
eral of these century-old pubs 
in the city. House specialities: 
knuckle of pork and meatballs 

6:30 am
Soviet War Memorial, 
Treptower Park
At an imposing 30 metres tall, 
the Red Army soldier standing 
on a shattered swastika and 
cradling a child in his arms 
commemorates Soviet soldiers 
who died freeing the country 
from Nazism 

7:30 pm
Volksbühne,  
Rosa-Luxemburg-Platz
Searing hotspot for a culture 
war: This autumn, Chris Dercon 
will succeed Frank Castorf 
after 25 years, and he wants 
to re-enact theater history 
as well. The asphalt from the 
auditorium will have to go, but 
the Reich Chancellery marble 
in the foyer can stay

11:00 pm
Taut’s Home, Britz
An architectural monument 
you can spend the night in: 
a 1920s terraced house by 
architect Bruno Taut. Part of 
Taut’s famous Hufeisensied-
lung (“Horseshoe Estate”) 
ensemble, a classic of social 
housing construction and now 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site 

These days, there is so much history 
in!Berlin that you could never see it all 
in one day. Besides traces of important 
eras from the last 150 years (imperial 
times/colonialism, the Weimar Republic, 
the Nazi dictatorship, four-power city, 
Berlin Wall days with GDR and West 
Germany), you also have remains from 
the Middle Ages.
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TOMORROW

11:00 am
Paradise is everywhere, 
various locations
Even Martin Luther noted its 
omnipresence. In 2017, his year,  
Berlin’s paradises will be marked  
with red gates – prompting the 
hashtag question: Where or 
what is your #berlinparadies? 

1:00 pm
Futurium, Mitte
In the future, everyone should 
have a say: politics, science, 
business, citizens. The new 
building itself is a perfect ex- 
ample of precisely this kind of 
evolution: Founded as Haus 
der Zukunft (House of the 
Future) in 2016, it opens as 
“Futurium” in 2017

3:00 pm
Children’s opera with Sir 
Simon Rattle and the Vocal  

Singing, dancing and high cul-
ture for all since 2002, when 
teenagers rocked Igor Stravin-
sky’s “The Rite of Spring” 
and later hit the cinemas as 
“Rhythm Is It!” Classical meets 
T-shirt (2017: 17 June, 3:00 pm, 
18 June, 11:00 am). Recipe for 
success ever since 

4:00 pm
Hansaviertel, Tiergarten
Multi-storey buildings designed 
by Walter Gropius, Oscar Nie- 
meyer and Alvar Aalto with 
plenty of space to park: the 
visionary residential dream of 
the late 1950s. East German 
counterpart: Karl-Marx-Allee in  
Soviet gingerbread style 

6:00 pm
State 1–4,  
House of World Cultures
Democracy’s in crisis, so what 
now? Four productions by 
the author-director collective 
“Rimini Protokoll” tackle the 
influence of state powers, the 
individual interests of citizens 
and the future 

10:30 pm
Das Stue, Tiergarten
Design hotel in the embassy 
district. Modern (freestanding 
bathtubs), individual (every  
room is di!erent), cool (“Berlin’s  
coolest hotel”, says Forbes). 
With crocodile in the foyer and 
a Michelin star restaurant

Forever
BER
Berlin’s still unfinished airport. 
Too-short escalators, no fire 
protection, and too small to start 
with. But abandonment is not 
an option, and the opening is 
planned for 2018 

Thinking about tomorrow isn’t exactly a Berlin specialty.  
But shaping it sure is. All that creativity has to go somewhere, 
doesn’t it? Living, travelling, dancing, exploring: Everything  
is in flux – even the new airport in Schöne feld. It will all turn 
out eventually, even if it sometimes takes a while.

10:00 am
Café Morgenland, 
Görlitzer!Bahnhof station
Unlike the kebab, definitely 
neither hummus, couscous 
and olive paste were invented 
in Berlin. Immigrants brought 
them from the Orient (called 
Morgenland in German) and 
serve them for brunch every 
weekend (10:00 am–4:00 pm)

Heroes, Berliner Philharmonie
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6:30 am
Berlin public pools
From the antique Stadtbad 
Neukölln (Neukölln Municipal 
Pool) to the newly-built pearl  
in Mitte (Gartenstraße) and East 
German serialism (Thälmann 
Park, etc.), to near Olympic- 
sized dimensions (SSE Lands-
berger Allee). In summer,  
jump in the lakes

10:30 am
Computer Game Museum, 
Weberwiese station
A trip to Karl-Marx-Allee is like 
time-travelling to when the 
joystick was an innovation. 
You can even try your hand at 
some of them. Take the GDR 
“Polyplay” arcade game, for 
example, loaded with “Hase 
und Wolf” (Rabbit and Wolf) – 
a variant of Pacman

1:00 pm
Paleo Convention, 
Postbahnhof
It’s back to the Stone Age – 
at least as far as nutrition is 
concerned. Trade fair (2nd & 
3rd September 2017) for fans 
of meat and nuts (no grains!). 
Product presentations and 
lectures. No drumstick jokes

3:30 pm
Jewish Museum, 
Kreuzberg
Largest of its kind in Europe. 
The 1933 museum was closed 
by the Nazis in 1938. Planned 
since 1971, the institution finally 
re-opened in 2001 with an 
impressive new building by 
Daniel Libeskind. Objects from 
the past 2000 years

7:00 pm
Christmas singing  
in the Alte Försterei
Started by fans eager to bring 
some cheer to the 1st FC Union 
Berlin football club stadium, it 
has since spawned imitators in 
other cities and stadiums as 
well. The original is so popular 
that tickets sell out quickly 
(Ticket sales start in November)

8:00 pm
Berlin State Opera, 
Unter!den Linden
The oldest of the three operas. 
Opened in 1743, moved to Schil-
ler Theater during renovation 
work started in 2010, return and 
reopening scheduled for the 
end of 2017. Better acoustics, 
bigger audience, classy as ever

EARLYThe “old days” were always better days, 
certain spots have yet to be filled. But 
when exactly the Berlin “old days” were 
is a little more di"cult to say, because 
people have always come to the city to  
try something out. This is how history  
starts: every day, every evening, or even 
just one project at a time. 

12:10 am
Berghain,  
Am Wriezener Bahnhof
Symbol of nightlife culture, star 
among many clubs, legendary  
doormen: get there before rush  
hour to avoid the inevitable 
hours-long weekend queues
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11:00 am
Berghain, 
Am Wriezener Bahnhof
Symbol of nightlife culture, 
star among – er, you know that 
already. Clubs are open around 
the clock at weekends, so feel 
free to pop by for breakfast or 
around tea time. Which to say 
later. Or is it earlier? 

12:00 pm
Spätkauf (late-night kiosk), 
various locations
It is never too late to need 
toilet paper, ravioli or bottled 
beer. Always open, always 
there, always cheaper than 
any pub. Once a mainstay of 
Pankow’s shift workers, now 
a cultural asset

1:30 pm
German-Russian Museum, 
Karlshorst
A newly-redesigned exhibi-
tion at a historical site: This 
is where the German Reich 
signed the surrender docu-
ment on 8 May 1945. Actually 
that happened a little later – 
after midnight, to be precise

4:00 pm
48 Hours Neukölln, 
various locations
A myriad of di!erent artists, 
one district, and 48 hours to 
take it all in. Decentralised art 
festival with improvised charm 
(23rd – 25th June 2017). Also 
gives Neukölln’s rough and 
ready image a little polish

7:00 pm
Restaurant Bantou Village, 
African Quarter
The name of this neighbour-
hood harks back to a colonial 
past. But many migrants have 
been moving to Togo-, Cam-
eroon- and Sansibarstraße in 
recent years – filling this part 
of Wedding with cultural life

9:30 pm
Post o"ce branch, 
Friedrichstraße station
Saviour in times of a postmark 
deadline. Correspondingly long 
queues even in the evenings, 
with large packages. Service 
daily until 10:00 pm; open morn-
ings at 6:00 on weekdays and 
8:00 at weekends 

11:30 pm
Long Night of Museums
Who invented it? Berliners! 
Exactly 20 years ago. Night-
time visits to the museum have 
since been exported around 
the world. In Berlin, the event 
is 26th August 2017, so hop a 
shuttle bus and ride through 
the night

The day isn’t long enough – which isn’t to say it’s too late, 
just dark outside. Or maybe the sun’s already back up.  
Regular opening hours are for Bavarians; sleep is overrated. 
Berliners can put up with a lot of things – but a curfew is 
unimaginable, that was abolished after World War II. 

LATELATE
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10:00 am
Dong Xuan Center, 
Lichtenberg
Asian wholesale, open to all. 
Never-dwindling supply of wav-
ing cats, nails, luminous signs, 
bubble tea and coriander. 
Behind what was once the VEB 
Elektrokohle, where Vietnamese 
worked as GDR contract labour- 
ers until 1989 

12:00 pm
Franz and Josef record 
shop, Kastanienallee
Don’t touch! What are you 
doing here anyway? Get out! 
Selected vinyl with legend- 
ary, authentic Berlin service – 
known as unfriendliness or 
impertinence in other cities 

2:00 pm
Querstadtein 
Cross-city tours
Station mission, soup kitchen, 
park bench. The homeless lead 
tours of their world around 
the Zoo and Berlin Central 
Stations. Refugees show their 
Berlin complete with dormitory, 
language course, internet cafe 
and Foreigners Authority 

3:00 pm
Schaubude Berlin, 
Greifswalder Straße 
station
Not a puppet show! Contempo-
rary puppet, object and char-
acter theatre for adults (but 
also for children). From classic 
to experimental. International 
guest performances 

4:30 pm
Museum für Naturkunde, 
Invalidenstraße
170 original bones from a 
Tyrannosaurus Rex. It’s called 
“Tristan Otto” and the only 
one of its kind in Europe. 
30 per cent of all known fish 
species preserved in alcohol. 
A stu!ed polar bear (“Knut”) 

8:00 pm
Kino Arsenal, 
Potsdamer!Platz
Showing film retrospectives 
on celluloid, along with exper-
imental cinema. The Berlinale 
runs a bit longer at Arsenal, 
because it continues to screen 
films from the Forum section 
one week after the festival 

11:00 pm
Porn by Pornceptual Party, 
Alte Münze
Dress code: Latex, leather, 
half-naked. Pornography meets 
art at this sex party, where 
photographers and filmmakers 
see to the documentation. No 
Snapchat, no selfies, no photos 
in the darkroom 

That sharp-tongued, dark Berlin humour 
you hear isn’t rude, it’s authentic. Yes, 
they really do call it Berliner Schnauze 
(lit: “Berlin muzzle” or “Berlin mouth”), 
and that’s how people like it: Original, 
frank, tell-it-like-it-is. In a city with a 
lot of history and even more newbies, 
many things have contributed to its 
bite. Not always pleasant, but always 
pleasantly real. 

REALREAL
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5:30 am
Molecule Man, 
between Elsen- and 
Oberbaumbrücke
30-metres-tall sculpture by  
Jonathan Borofsky, built in 1999. 
The three figures represent the  
three districts that come to- 
gether here on the river Spree 
(Kreuzberg, Friedrichshain, Trep- 
tow). Impressive at twilight

10:00 am
Prussian Cultural 
Heritage!Foundation
One of the largest cultural ins- 
titutions in the world preserves 
and completes Brandenburg 
and Prussia’s cultural heritage 
and collected assets. Visible 
on Museum Island, for example, 
and in the Berlin State Library 

12:00 pm
Lenin’s head, 
Zitadelle!Spandau
Of the entire, 19-metres-tall 
Lenin monument in Friedrichs-
hain (you might remember 
it suspended in the 2003 film 
“Good Bye, Lenin!”) the only 
visible part is the head, now on 
view in the exhibition “Uncover-
ed: Berlin and its Monuments”. 
The rest is buried in the hills of 
Müggelberg (no joke) 

2:30 pm
Olympiastadion, Westend
Blue tartan track and seating 
for 75,000. Built for the Olympic 
Games in 1936. Hosted events  
these days include the DFB- 
Pokal Final (27 May 2017), ISTAF  
(28 August) and a Depeche 
Mode concert (22 June) 

4:00 pm
German Historical Museum, 
Unter den Linden
1,500 years of German history 
in the old Zeughaus. Organised 
the exhibition “The Luther E!ect: 
Protestantism – 500 Years in the 
World” (April to November 2017), 
on view at Martin-Gropius-Bau 

8:00 pm
Critical Mass,  
various locations
Bicycle demo in accordance 
with StVO road regulations. 
A large group of cyclists forms 
a column that automatically 
has the right of way. Cripples 
tra"c to promote cycling. First 
Sunday of the month, 2:00 pm, 
Brandenburg Gate. Last Friday 
of the month, 8:00 pm,  
Heinrichplatz 

9:10 pm
Zoo-Palast, Zoologischer 
Garten station
“Metropolis” premiered in its 
war-torn predecessor. A new 
cinema erected 1957 has taken 
its place, and also serves as 
a Berlinale venue. Renovated 
and expanded, it now boasts 
1,700 seats. The arched facade 
is under monument protection 

11:45 pm
Mustafa’s Gemüse Kebap, 
Mehringdamm
Big shindig for little appeti- 
tes: snack stand with chicken 
and veggie kebabs, notable 
especially for its incredibly 
long queue for the sake of an  
incredibly long queue. Always.  
The wait next door at “Curry 36”  
is almost as long

SIZE? HA, WELL … OF 
COURSE BERLINERS HAVE 
A!HUGE MOUTH, THAT’S FOR 
SURE. BUT YOU’LL ALSO 
FIND THAT A FEW OTHER 
THINGS ARE MUCH LARGER 
THAN ELSEWHERE. THIS IS 
THE CAPITAL, AFTER ALL, 
WHICH MEANS GREATER DE-
MAND FOR CULTURE, MORE 
HOTEL ROOMS AND YES, 
ALSO GIANT HEADS.

BIG
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7:00 am
teufelsberg, grunewald
120 metres of piled-up world 
war ii rubble: berliners call it 
a mountain (berg). americans 
once used the picturesque, 
rotting, dome-like buildings as 
a listening post to spy on the 
east. now o!ering guided tours 

10:00 am
machmit! museum for 
children, prenzlauer berg
children’s museum with roots 
in the gdr opposition, housed 
in an old church. changing 
exhibitions, soap production, 
cinema programme. climbing 
frame to play around on 

12:00 pm
stasi museum, lichtenberg
erich mielke’s wood-panelled 
o"ce is big and stu!y-feeling, 
and not just because of that 
stubborn gdr smell: a note on 
a serving tray describes how 
the staid stasi boss always 
wanted the same breakfast 

2:00 pm
eisbären berlin,  
mercedes-benz-arena
sports equipment for berlin’s 
professional teams, sorted ac-
cording to size: basketball (alba 
berlin), football (hertha/union), 
volleyball (berlin recycling vol-
leys), handball (füchse berlin), 
puck (eisbären berlin). nice

4:00 pm
urban sounds app, 
various!locations
download this invisible city 
guide to your smartphone 
and stroll the creative hotspot 
wedding or historic mitte at 
your own pace. kids’ versions 
also available

5:30 pm
werkbund archive – 
museum of things, 
oranienstraße
form follows function, and that’s 
why it looks so good. home 
to the werkbund’s legacy since 
1973: showroom commodity 
aesthetics. examples? see the 
pictures on this page 

7:30 pm
maxim gorki theatre, mitte
smallest state theatre in the 
city with 440 seats. built as the 
“singakademie” between 1823 
and 1827 after designs by karl 
friedrich schinkel. shermin lang- 
ho! has been director since 
2012: post-migrant. topical and 
timely theatre

10:00 pm
hipster escape party, 
friedrichshain
you’ve got 60 minutes to get 
out of a destroyed flat after
a night of partying. can’t be 
too hard … but it does take
detective’s intuition and a bit 
of teamwork to figure it out. 
fun event

small
prenzlauer berg 
jokes? sure, there 
have been plenty 
of those. but this 
isn’t the only ber-
lin district with a 
heart for children  
and adult residents 
who do not feel 
grown up. don’t big 
things often come 
in small packages? 
or those that only 
seem small.



RED9:00 am
Fashion Week
Is red is the new black? The 
fashion trade fair meets twice 
a year to decide (4–7 July 2017, 
January 2018). Berlin-based 
and international designers on 
the catwalk, at fair booths and 
at the champagne reception 

10:00 am
Red Town Hall, Mitte
Historic town hall with red 
clinker façade, built 1860–1869 
according to plans by build- 
ing commissioner Hermann 
Friedrich Waesemann. Home 
to the Berlin City Parliament 
since 1992, currently an R2G 
party configuration, hence the 
double-red colour scheme 

11:30 am
Museum of Medical 
History, Charité
No blood, but the preparations 
on display require a sturdy 
stomach nonetheless. Models 
of diseases and treatment me-
thods. Some exhibits archived  
by Dr Rudolf Virchow himself 

1:00 pm
Joseph-Roth-Diele, 
Potsdamer Straße
Popular lunch spot. Red-and-
white-chequered tablecloths 
(almost certainly doubles as a 
Paris café in films), dim light-
ing. A tribute to the author who 
penned his entire masterpiece 
“Radetzky March” at a tavern 
table (not this one, though) 

7:00 pm
Pierre Boulez Saal, 
Barenboim-Said 
Akademie, Mitte
Red (and black) seating adorns 
the new concert hall designed 
by Frank Gehry, located in what 
was once a Berlin State Opera 
scenery depot (opening March 
2017). Music from the 18th, 19th, 
20th centuries and today 

8:00 pm
Polish Failures Club, 
Ackerstraße
Registered society and cultural 
centre for readings, concerts, 
and exhibitions since 2001. Even 
those not born under a white-
red national flag are welcome. 
Only success culture has to 
stay home 

11:00 pm
Pink Pillow Berlin 
Collection, various 
locations
The colour says it all: Any 
visitor is welcome; the work-
ing environment is relaxed 
and open to all. That’s what 
61 hotels guarantee their LGBT 
guests. Berlin is tolerant, and 
not only on Christopher Street 
Day (20 July 2017)

One colour: red. 
Wedding was 
once “red” (com-
munist), the town 
hall is red brick, 
and there has 
been a red-red-
green Berlin City 
Parliament since 
the last election. 
Berlin is certainly 
colourful, but you 
find monochrome 
things as well – 
and not even just 
in the political 
sense. 
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10:00 am
Original Unverpackt, 
Kreuzberg
Crowd-funded supermarket 
without disposable packaging. 
Tupper fans can fill their own 
containers with pasta, lentils 
and wine and stock up on tooth- 
paste in tablet form. For rub-
bish-free eco-souls 

12:00 pm
Museum for Urban 
Contemporary Art, 
Schöneberg
“Street art” needs a street 
to merit the name. So the 
new museum on Bülowstraße 
(opening summer 2017) is 
showing indoor “urban art” 
from 190 international artists

1:30 pm
Prinzessinnengärten, 
Moritzplatz
Raised beds on what was once  
wasteland, planted by urban 
gardeners. Hub for the dedi-
cated and involved. Those who 
do not grow themselves can 
order prepared versions of 
successful harvests at the on-
site café (April to October)

3:00 pm
Mauerpark Karaoke, 
Prenzlauer Berg
Institution. It isn’t so much tal-
ent as courage that you need 
to grab the microphone in a 
full amphitheatre at Mauer-
park on a Sunday afternoon. 
Classics with sing-along 
refrains a plus 

7:00 pm
Rawtastic, Danziger Straße
Raw food restaurant that does  
not heat food above 40 degrees 
Celsius so as not to destroy 
nutrients. Pizza and burgers 
made it onto the menu anyway. 
Vegan cuisine 

10:00 pm
RAW-Gelände, Friedrichshain
The onetime train repair station is now home to clubs, bars, an 
open-air cinema, pool and climbing hall. Industrial charm and 
interim use galore! Between Ostkreuz and Warschauer Straße

NOT ALL THAT IS NEW AND FINISHED GLITTERS. 
IN BERLIN, ORGANIC VEGETABLES GROW ON 
WORLD WAR II FALLOW AND THE OLD TRAIN 
REPAIR FACILITIES TURNED INTO LEISURE LO-
CATIONS. WHAT STARTS AS INTERIM USE CAN 
END AS AN INSTITUTION. WHICH ISN’T TO SAY 
IT LOSES ANY OF ITS IMPROVISED CHARM. 

RAW
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FASTTempo, Tempo! Berliners have no time to spare – 
after all, they want to be first at everything. 
Non-stop movement means plenty of demand 
for quick food, which is why it is no surprise 
that Currywurst was invented in (and only in!) 
Berlin. Nothing stops a Berliner’s go-go men- 
tality, not even mountains.

7:00 am
Tegel Airport
Small (designed only for West 
Berlin), old (opened 1974), no 
train connection (Hello, TXL 
bus!). But thanks to its hexa- 
gonal shape and short distanc-
es, check-in happens at bus 
ticket validation speed

9:15 am
Berlin Marathon
Always on the last weekend  
in September (23 & 24 Septem-
ber 2017), always good for a 
world record. Dennis Kimetto 
completed it in 2:02:57 hours 
in 2014. 

11:00 am
Kollho# Tower,  
Potsdamer Platz
From 0 to 100 metres in 
20 seconds. The fastest you’ll 
travel that upward distance 
anywhere in Europe. Take the 
high-performance lift and 
enjoy the sun terrace and cafe 
at the top

2:00 pm
Kienberg Park Cableway, 
Marzahn
Five minutes’ gondola ride 
from the Gardens of the World 
to Kienberg Park (and back). 
Saves visitors to the Interna-
tional Garden Exhibition (IGA, 
April–October 2017) 1.5 km 
of walking

5:00 pm
Konnopke’s Imbiß, 
Eberswalder Straße
Best Currywurst in the world 
(at least). Classics from a family 
recipe, beneath the under-
ground viaduct since 1930. The 
glamorous hut is more recent

7:30 pm
Hebbel am Ufer, Kreuzberg
Kreuzberg o!-theatre; insiders 
know it by the monosyllabic 
“HAU”. Plays, co-productions 
and festivals on three stages. 
Avant-garde with no ensemble 
of its own

8:00 pm
Shakespeare’s complete 
works in 90 minutes, 
Vaganten Bühne, Zoo
The man wrote a lot – and 
who has the time these days? 
So here’s “Hamlet”, “Romeo 
and Juliet” and “King Lear” 
in record time. The clock is 
ticking, everyone is laughing. 
Crowd-pleaser for almost  
20 years 9:00 pm

6-Day Race, Velodrom, 
Landsberger Allee
Six days of cycling and funfair 
atmosphere in January with 
over 100 years of tradition and 
prominent spectators. Once 
featured two-man teams cy- 
cling six days in a row. Nowa-
days they compete in various 
disciplines, with breaks
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DARK

10:00 am
Sawade Shop, Mitte
Berlin chocolate manufacture 
since 1880. First a court supplier, 
then pistachio marzipan in 
dark chocolate for the people, 
modernised out of insolvency 
in 2013. Tru#e flagship store

11:30 am
Tierpark, Friedrichsfelde
Berlin has two zoos, one in the 
former West, and an expansive 
one in the former East. The 
latter has animal sculptures – 
cast out of the same dark 
bronze as the Stalin monument 
that stood in the city’s epony-
mous avenue until 1961

12:00 pm
Berlin Underworlds
Forgotten bunkers, former 
ghost stations, musty brewery 
vaults. Guided tours through 
Berlin’s underground viscera. 
For bold explorers with sturdy 
footwear

3:00 pm
Topography of Terror, 
Kreuzberg
The Third Reich’s Gestapo and  
SS headquarters is now a docu- 
mentation centre, o!ering a 
reminder of the atrocities that 
took place during the Nazi era

5:00 pm
Silent Green 
Kulturquartier, Wedding
Former crematorium under 
monument protection. Now an 
interdisciplinary cultural insti-
tution with tenants including 
Musicboard Berlin. Repository 
for the publicly accessible 
Arsenal film archive

8:00 pm
Dark Restaurant Nocti 
Vagus, Prenzlauer Berg
The curious taste of brussels  
sprouts is much more noticea- 
ble if you aren’t “feasting with 
your eyes” as well. Dinner in the  
dark with a subsequent show 
programme (crime story, fairy 
tale, music, depending on your 
choice)

10:00 pm
Craft Beer, 
various!locations
Hoppy IPA and creamy stout, 
brewed at Prenzlauer Berg’s 
own Pfe!erberg (“Pfe!er-
bräu”), the old Kindl brewery 
in Neukölln (“Rollberger”), in 
Wedding (“Eschenbräu”) or 
Mariendorf (“Stone Brewing”)

They say the night is darkest 
before the dawn. Let’s go visit 
Rio Reiser and see if it’s really  
true. Crematoria to cultural 
quarters? Stalin monuments to 
animal sculptures? If you’re in 
Berlin, consider it done!
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11:00 am
Peacock Island
UNESCO World Heritage Site 
on the river Havel. All that’s left 
of Friedrich Wilhelm III’s men-
agerie are the free-roaming 
peacocks. Romantic castle, 
Russian slide, garden design 
by Peter Joseph Lenné

9:00 am
Tempelhof Field
Former landing strip for airpla-
nes and raisin bombers, now 
a jogger’s paradise, kiteboard 
runway, cross-country ski trail, 
urban garden, inline skate park 
or maybe just the biggest hang- 
out park of all time

12:00 pm
Asisi Panorama “The Wall”, 
Checkpoint Charlie
360-degree reminder of how  
the divided city looked the 
mid-1980s. Tower crane, Kreuz- 
berg clique, death strip. Com-
plete with sound e!ects, music 
concept and photos by con- 
temporary witnesses enhance 
the atmosphere

Everything is far in Berlin: the view from the TV Tower towards 
the Baltic Sea. The distance from here to many Berliners’ 
native homeland. Every route, because the city is big and 
the S-Bahn is patient. The city’s time as a divided metropo-
lis is also a distant memory, now that East and West  
are so close.

2:00 pm
Thai-Wiese, Preußenpark
Local Thai women transform 
the meadow into a sizzling and 
and frying cook-shop at the 
weekend. Picnic equivalent to 
a short trip to Bangkok, not 
only popular with hipsters

4:00 pm
“Stars Over Berlin”, 
Zeiss-Grossplanetarium, 
Prenzlauer Allee
Quick way to travel the univer-
se, opened by Erich Honecker 
in 1987. Reopened in 2016 after 
refurbishment and technical 
upgrade. Show on the history 
of astronomy and the stars 
over the city

8:00 pm
Sky Kitchen,  
Landsberger Allee
Modern Berlin cuisine with an 
international touch, a Michelin 
star and (thanks to its high lo- 
cation) a fine view of Lichten-
berg’s prefab geometry (in one 
direction) or the rest of the city 
(in the other direction)

7:00 pm
TV Tower, Alexanderplatz
Built 1965–69 – not on the out-
skirts as planned, but in the 
centre of everything. 368 meters 
high (with a lift, luckily), best 
view, revolving restaurant (one 
rotation per hour). Charming 
silhouette
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Mauerpark, p. 24
Gleimstr./Eberswalder Str., 
10437 Berlin

Molecule Man, p. 17
An der Elsenbrücke, 12435 Berlin

Peacock Island, p. 32
Berlin-Wannsee

Prinzessinnengärten, p. 24 
Prinzenstr. 35–38, 10969 Berlin

Grave of Rio Reiser,  
Old St. Matthew’s Churchyard, p. 4 
Großgörschenstraße 12–14, 
10829 Berlin
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IGA Berlin 2017, p. 26 
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Landsberger Allee 106, 10369 Berlin
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Asisi Panorama “The Wall”, p. 32  
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Charité, p. 21 
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Karl-Marx-Allee 93A, 10243 Berlin

German Historical Museum, p. 16 
Unter den Linden 2, 10117 Berlin

German-Russian Museum  
Berlin-Karlshorst, p. 11 
Zwieseler Str. 4, 10318 Berlin

Futurium, p. 6
Kapelle-Ufer 2, 10117 Berlin

Berlin Wall Memorial, p. 4 
Bernauer Str. 119, 13355 Berlin

Jewish Museum, p. 9 
Lindenstr. 9–14, 10969 Berlin

Long Night of Museums, p. 11 

MACHmit! Museum for Children,  
p. 18
Senefelderstr. 5/6, 10437 Berlin

Museum for Urban Contemporary 
Art, p. 24
Bülowstr. 7, 10783 Berlin

Museum für Naturkunde, p. 14
Invalidenstr. 43, 10115 Berlin

Stasi Museum, p. 18
Ruschestr. 103, Haus 1, 10365 Berlin

Topography of Terror, p. 28 
Niederkirchnerstr. 8, 10963 Berlin

Werkbund Archive – Museum 
of!Things, p. 18
Oranienstr. 25, 10999 Berlin

Zeiss-Großplanetarium, p. 33
Prenzlauer Allee 80, 10405 Berlin

Zitadelle Spandau, p. 16  
Am Juliusturm 64, 13599 Berlin

All Berlin museums at a glance 
museumsportal-berlin.de

MUSIC AND THEATRE

Berliner Philharmonie, p. 6 
Herbert-von-Karajan-Str. 1, 
10785 Berlin

Polish Failures Club, p. 21 
Ackerstr. 168, 10115 Berlin

House of World Cultures, p. 7 
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10557 Berlin
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Maxim Gorki Theatre, p. 18 
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Franz and Josef record shop, p. 14 
Kastanienallee 48, 10119 Berlin

Schaubude Berlin, p. 14
Greifswalder Str. 81–84,  
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Silent Green Kulturquartier, p. 29  
Gerichtstr. 35, 13347 Berlin

Berlin State Opera, p. 9 
Unter den Linden 7, 10117 Berlin
(currently at Schillertheater, 
Bismarckstr. 110, 10625 Berlin)

Vaganten Bühne, p. 26  
Kantstr. 12A, 10623 Berlin

Volksbühne am Rosa-Luxem-
burg-Platz, p. 5 
Linienstr. 227, 10178 Berlin

All repertoires at a glance
www. berlin-buehnen.de
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